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(S) Interface adapter for PCMCIA and VMC bus cards. 

(57) Data processing apparatus has at least first 
and second bus architectures and adaptor con- 
nection means comprising guide means for 
receiving first and second removable adaptors. 
First electrical contact means is located in the 
guide means for connecting the first adaptor to 
the first bus architecture. Second electrical 
contact means is located in the guide means for 
connecting the second adaptor to the second 
bus architecture. 
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The present invention relates to data processing 
apparatus for multimedia applications. 

Many examples of data processing systems, 
such as personal computer systems for example, 
each comprise a system unit including a random ac- 5 
cess memory (RAM) a read only store (ROS), a cen- 
tral processing unit (CPU), display adaptor for con- 
necting a display device to the system unit, a pointing 
device adaptor for connecting a pointing device such 
as a mouse, tablet, touch screen or the like to the sys- 10 
tern unit, a keyboard adaptor for connecting a key- 
board to the system unit, and a mass storage device 
such as a hard disk drive or tape streamer for exam- 
ple, all interconnected by a system bus. In addition, 
the system unit typically comprises one or more sim- 1 5 
ilar input/output (I/O) ports linked to the system bus 
for connecting additional adaptors to the system bus 
to enhance the performance of the computer system. 
For example, a communication adaptor may be plug- 
ged into one of the I/O ports to permit connection of 20 
the computer system to other computer systems in a 
network such, for example, a token ring network. 

In some conventional computer systems, the I/O 
ports are provided inside the system unit In the form 
of edge connectors linked to the system bus. How- 25 
ever, this arrangement is inconvenient because the 
covers of the computer system have to be removed in 
order to plug in a new adaptor. 

More recently, there have become available op- 
tional adaptors designed in accordance with the 30 
PCMCIA standard. Examples of well-known PCMCIA 
adaptors include additional mass storage cards and 
communication adaptor cards. Typically, a PCMCIA 
adaptor is encapsulated in sealed rectangular con- 
tainer. In plan, each PCMCIA adaptor occupies ap- 35 
proximately the same space as a credit card. How- 
ever, there are 3 Types of PCMCIA adaptor each char- 
acterised by a different thickness: Type 1 adaptors 
are typically 3 mm thick; Type 2 adaptors are approx- 
imately 5 mm thick; and type 3 are approximately 12 40 
mm thick. A connector specif ied by the PCMCIA stan- 
dard is provided along one end of the container. The 
connector is a universal 68 pin connector common to 
all PCMCIA adaptors. In use, the end of the container 
carrying the connector is plugged into a slot-like sock- 45 
et specified by the PCMCIA standard in the housing 
of the computer system. The connector on the adap- 
tor mates with a reciprocal connector at the end of the 
socket The reciprocal connector in the socket is 
linked to the system bus via a PCMCIA expansion bus 50 
in the computer system . There are three types of 
socket each corresponding in size to a different one 
of the three types of adaptor. Atypical Type 3 socket 
includes a shell defining an approximately 12 mm 
thick slot for receiving a Type 3 PCMCIA adaptor such 55 
a mass storage device for example. Two type 2 reci- 
procal connectors are stacked one above the other at 
the end of the slot The socket there not only accom- 
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modate 1 Type 3 adaptor, but also similar or mixed 
pair of Type 1 and Type 2 adaptors. 

In view of an increasing interest in motion video 
image processing, the Video Electronics Standard 
Association (VESA) has created a high speed expan- 
sion bus standard known as the VESA Media Channel 
(VMC) for transferring motion video data from motion 
video adaptors into computer systems. The VMC bus 
can carry video data from up to fifteen external de- 
vices. Video data is placed on the VMC bus in data 
packets each having a header indicating the source 
and format of the video data. 

The aforementioned additional interfacing capa- 
bility provided by the PCMCIA expansion bus stan- 
dard has adequate bandwidth to permit transfer of 
some types of data into the computer system from ex- 
ternal devices. However, the bandwidth of the 
PCMCIA expansion bus is insufficient to adequately 
complete the VESA Media Channel between a motion 
video adaptor and a host computer system. It is there- 
fore not possible to provide the additional function of- 
fered by VMC adaptors in a computer system having 
a PCMCIA expansion bus alone. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is 
now provided adaptor connection apparatus for a 
data processing system having at least first and sec- 
ond bus architectures, the apparatus comprising: 
guide means for receiving first and second removable 
adaptors; first electrical contact means located in the 
guide means for connecting the first adaptor to the 
first bus architecture; second electrical contact 
means located in the guide means for connecting the 
second adaptor to the second bus architecture. 

The adaptor connection apparatus of the present 
invention preferably comprises keying means for pre- 
venting connection of the first adaptor to the second 
bus architecture. The keying means is preferably lo- 
cated in the guide means. In a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention, the keying means comprises 
sensor means for sensing an identification code on 
the second adaptor as the second adaptor is received 
in the guide means and for disabling the second con- 
tact if the sensed identification code is not recog- 
nised. 

The first adaptor may be a PCMCIA adaptor and 
the second adaptor may be a VESA Media Channel 
adaptor. In a particularly preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, the VESA Media Channel adaptor 
comprises: a container; a VESA Media Channel adap- 
tor circuit mounted within the container, and an elec- 
trical contact located at one end of the container for 
contacting the second adaptor means. For conve- 
nience, the container can be approximately the same 
size as a container for a PCMCIA adaptor. 

Viewing the present invention from another as- 
pect, there is now provided data processing appara- 
tus including: a first bus architecture; a second bus 
architecture; a central processing unit connected to 
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the first bus architecture; a video processor connect- 
ed to the second bus architecture; and adaptor con- 
nection apparatus comprising guide means for re- 
ceiving first and second removable adaptors, first 
electrical contact means located in the guide means 
for connecting the first adaptor to the first bus archi- 
tecture, second electrical contact means located in 
the guide means for connecting the second adaptor 
to the second bus architecture. The first bus architec- 
ture may be a system bus architecture and the sec- 
ond bus architecture may be a VESA Media Channel. 

Viewing the present invention from yet another 
aspect, there is now provided display apparatus com- 
prising: a housing; a display device mounted in the 
housing; means for releasably mounting a removable 
pod- containing data processing apparatus in the 
housing, the data processing apparatus including a 
first bus architecture, a second bus architecture, a 
central processing unit connected to the first bus ar- 
chitecture, a video processor connected to the sec- 
ond bus architecture, and adaptor connection appa- 
ratus comprising guide means for receiving first and 
second removable adaptors, first electrical contact 
means located in the guide means for connecting the 
first adaptor to the first bus architecture, second elec- 
trical contact means located in the guide means for 
connecting the second adaptor to the second bus ar- 
chitecture; and means for connecting the video proc- 
essor of the data processing system to the display de- 
vice when the removable pod is mounted in the hous- 
ing. 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention 
will now be described with reference to the accompa- 
nying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of a computer system 

of the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a block diagram of a video subsystem 
of the computer system; 

Figure 3 is a simplified perspective view of the 
computer system; 

Figures 4A and 4B are end views of an adaptor 
socket for the computer system with adaptor ab- 
sent and inserted respectively; and 
Figures 5A and 5B are, respectively, a plan view 
of the adaptor socket and a cross section along 
line A-A through the socket when viewed in the 
direction of the arrows. 

Referring first to Figure 1, a computer system 
comprises a system unit 5 including a random access 
memory (RAM) 10, a read only store (ROS) 20, a cen- 
tral processing unit (CPU) 30 such as an Intel 80486 
microprocessor for example, an audio adaptor 40, a 
display adaptor 70, a pointing device adaptor 80, a 
keyboard adaptor 90, a PCMCIA interface 50, and a 
mass storage device 100 such as a hard disk drive or 
tape streamer for example, all interconnected by a 
system bus 60. A VESA Media Channel (VMC) inter- 
face 110 is connected to display adaptor 40 indepen- 


dently of system bus 60 by a VMC bus 180. An audio 
channel 190 between display adaptor 70 and audio 
adaptor 40 permits transmission of audio from dis- 
play adaptor 70 to audio adaptor 40. System unit 5 is 

5 connectable via adaptor 90 to a keyboard 120. A 
pointing device 130 such as a touch screen, a tablet, 
or a mouse can be connected to system unit 5 via 
pointing device adaptor 80. System unit 5 is also con- 
nectable via display adaptor 70 to a visual display unit 

10 140 such as a cathode ray tube (CRT) display or a liq- 
uid crystal display for example. System unit 5 is fur- 
ther connectable via display adaptor 70 to a television 
receiver 170, video tape recorder or the like. At least 
one PCMCIA adaptor 200 can be connected to sys- 

15 tern unit 5 via interface 50. PCMCIA adaptor 200 may 
be an additional hard disk drive or a communication 
adaptor such as for example a token ring adaptor for 
linking system unit 5 to other computer systems to 
form a computer network. Alternatively, PCMCIA 

20 adaptor 200 may be a modem for linking system unit 
5 to a telephone network. Similarly, at least one VMC 
adaptor 210 can be connected to system unit 5 via 
VMC interface 110. VMC adaptor 210 may for exam- 
ple be a television tuner module, a MPEG video re- 

25 ceiver, an S-video receiver, or a video games module. 
VMC adaptor 210 is preferably similar in physical 
form to a conventional PCMCIA adaptor 200. Specif- 
ically, VMC adaptor 210 is encapsulated in sealed 
rectangular container. In plan, VMC adaptor 210 oc- 

30 cupies approximately the same space as a credit 
card. However, there are 3 Types of VMC adaptor 21 0 
each characterised by a different thickness: Type 1 
VMC adaptors are typically 3 mm thick; Type 2 VMC 
adaptors are approximately 5 mm thick; and type 3 

35 are approximately 12 mm thick. A connector specif ied 
by the VMC standard is provided along one end of the 
container. The connector is a universal 68 pin connec- 
tor common to all VMC adaptors. 

In operation, CPU 30 processes data stored in a 

40 combination of RAM 1 0 and mass storage device 1 00 
under the control of computer program code stored in 
a combination of ROS 20, RAM 10, and mass storage 
device 100. Keyboard and mouse adaptors 90 and 80 
permit data and instructions to be manually entered 

45 into system unit 5 from keyboard 120 and mouse 130 
respectively. Audio adaptor 40 translates output data 
from system unit 5 into stereo audio signals L and R 
for driving a pair of loudspeakers 1 50 and 1 60. Audio 
adaptor 40 also generates signals for driving speak- 
50 ers 150 and 160 in response to audio signals trans- 
mitted from display adaptor 70 via audio channel 1 90. 
Display adaptor 70 translates output data from sys- 
tem unit 5 into video signals, R, G and B, and horizon- 
tal and vertical picture synchronisation (sync) sig- 

55 nals, H and V, for configuring display 1 30 to generate 
a visual data output. In addition, display adaptor 70 
can translate output data from system unit 5 generate 
a television signal RF for driving for reception by, for 
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example, a television receiver 1 70 or a video tape re- 
corder. Furthermore, display adaptor can generate 
video signals R, G, and B and sync signals, H and V, 
or television signal RF, in response to motion picture 
video data transmitted from VMC adaptor 210 via 5 
VMC interface 110 and VMC bus 180. Display adaptor 
70 thus permits visual output from system unit 5 via 
either a domestic television receiver or a computer 
visual display unit. System bus 60 includes core logic 
(not shown) which may be hard-wired logic or a com- 1 o 
bination of hard-wired logic and computer program 
code for coordinating data transfer between RAM 10, 
ROS 20, CPU 30, storage device 100, PCMCIA inter- 
face 50. VMC interface 110, adaptors 40, 90, 80 and 
70, 200, and 210, and also serial and parallel printer 15 
ports (not shown). 

Referring now to Figure 2, the video subsystem 
of system unit 5 includes display adaptor 70. Display 
adaptor 70 includes a video decoder 230 connected 
to VMC bus 180; a video controller 240, such as an 20 
S3 928 video controller IC produced by S3, is con- 
nected to output of video decoder 230 and to system 
bus 60; and a video random access memory (VRAM) 
connected to video controller 240 and video decoder 
230. A digital to analog converter is connected to vid- 25 
eo controller 240. VMC interface 110 consists of a 
pair of connectors 290 each for engaging a separate 
VMC adaptor 21 0. PCMCIA interface 50 comprises a 
pair of PCMCIA connectors 280 each for engaging a 
separate PCMCIA adaptor 200. Connectors 280 are 30 
each connected via a PCMCIA bus 270 and a 
PCMCIA bus controller 260 to system bus 60. 

In operation, VMC bus 180 carries decom- 
pressed digitised Y, U and V video data and possibly 
additional decompressed digitised audio data from a 35 
VMC adaptor 210 plugged into either of connectors 
290 to video decoder 239. The audio data is extracted 
and sent to audio adaptor 40 via audio channel 190. 
Video decoder 230 decodes to Y, U, and V video data 
received from adaptor 210 to produce at 300 R, G, 40 
and B video data for storage in VRAM 220. Video con- 
troller 240 reads R, G and B video data from VRAM 
and writes it to DAC 250. In turn, DAC 250 converts 
the R, G and B video data into analog R, G and B vid- 
eo signals for driving display device 140. Video con- 45 
troller 240 also writes to and reads from VRAM 220, 
data provided on system bus 60. Furthermore, video 
controller can also scale video data stored in VRAM 
220fordisplay in a window within the image displayed 
on display device 140. 50 

Referring now to Figure 3, a particularly preferred 
embodiment of the present invention comprises a 
housing 320. Display device 140 is mounted in the 
housing. Loudspeakers 150 and 160 are mounted on 
the sides of housing 320. An opening 350 for receiving 55 
a pod containing system unit 5 is located in the hous- 
ing beneath the screen of display device 140. Open- 
ing 350 includes guides (not shown) upon which the 


pod slides into latching engagement with the housing. 
Complementary connectors (not shown) are provided 
on the inside of opening 350 and on the outside of pod 
310 for connecting the R, G B, H and V outputs of dis- 
play adaptor 70 to display device 140 and for connect- 
ing the stereo audio outputs L and R of audio adaptor 
40 to loudspeakers 150 and 160. Complementary 
connectors are also provided on the inside of opening 
350 and on the outside of pod 310 to establish a serial 
communication channel from system unit 5 to display 
device 140 through which control data can be passed 
between system unit 5 and display device 5. The con- 
trol data includes electronic display identification 
data supplied by display device 140 to system unit 5 
to enable system unit 5 to determine the performance 
parameters of display device 140 and image parame- 
ter data supplied by system unit 5 to display device 
140 to adjust the operating parameters of display de- 
vice 140 such as, for example the geometry, bright- 
ness, or contrast of the displayed image. VMC and 
PCMCIA connectors 290 and 280 are located on the 
front face of pod 310 for easy insertion and replace- 
ment of VMC and/or PCMCIA adaptors when the pod 
is located in housing 320. In this particulary preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, system unit 5 
further comprise an optical disk drive 330 such as a 
Compact Disc reader or the like and a floppy disk 
drive 340. Because system unit 5 is located in remov- 
able pod 310, the overall computer system can easily 
be upgraded simply by replacing pod 310 with a new 
pod containing for example an upgraded CPU or a 
completely new different architecture. Furthermore, 
pod 310 can be used as a so-called set top box for 
driving a domestic television receiver 170 via televi- 
sion signal RF and/or audio signals L and R from dis- 
play adaptor 70 remote from housing 320, loudspeak- 
ers 160 and 150 and display device 140 mounted 
therein. System unit 5 includes a receiver (not shown) 
for receiving instruction from a remote control hand- 
set. This allows the user to operate pod 310 in a sim- 
ilar manner to, for example, a conventional television 
receiver, to select a desired application such as, for 
example, a video game or a movie via appropriate 
VMC adaptors plugged into the front of the pod. 

Referring now to Figure 4, in an especially prefer- 
red embodiment of the present invention, PCMCIA 
connectors 280 and VMC connectors 290 are paired 
together. Each pair of connectors 280 and 290 is car- 
ried in a Type 3 socket 360. Use of a type 3 socket ad- 
vantageously minimises the space occupied by VMC 
and PCMCIA ports on the exterior of pod 310 while 
optimising the number of VMC and PCMCIA adaptors 
receivable. Socket 360 comprises a shell 370 open at 
one end to define a mouth 440 capable of receiving 
at most a Type 3 adaptor. Connectors 280 and 290 are 
located in stacked formation at the closed end of shell 
370. VMC connector 290 is connected to VMC bus 
1 80. PCMCIA connector 280 is connected to PCMCIA 


7 


EP 0 668 566 A1 


bus 270. Pairs of guides 390 and 380 in the form of 
grooves extend along the inside of shell 370 along op- 
posite faces of mouth 440 from the open end of shell 
270 to the closed end. Guides 380 and 390 are posi- 
tioned to align the connectors of VMC and PCMCIA s 
adaptors 200 and 210 with their respective connec- 
tors 280 and 290. 

Referring now to Figure 4B, VMC adaptor 210 is 
encapsulated in a container 410 having a base form- 
ing a peripheral flange 400. Similarly PCMCIA adap- 10 
tor 280 is encapsulated in a container 420 having a 
base forming a peripheral flange 430. In operation, 
flange 430 engages guides 380 to align the connector 
of PCMCIA adaptor 200 with PCMCIA connector 280. 
Similarly, flange 400 engages guides 390 to align the is 
connector of VMC adaptor 210 with VMC connector 
290. From the above it will be appreciated that socket 
360 can receive any of the following: 

1 . A Type 1 , 2 or 3 PCMCIA adaptor 200; 

2. A Type 2 VMC adaptor 21 0; 20 

3. A Type 2 VMC adaptor 210 plus a Type 1 or 
Type 2 PCMCIA adaptor 200. 

4. A Type 3 VMC adaptor 21 0 which is VMC com- 
patible only; and 

5. AType 3 VMC adaptor 210 which is compatible 25 
with both VMC and PCMCIA. 

Socket 360 further comprises keying means for 
preventing PCMCIA adaptor 200 from being plugged 
into VMC connector 290. The keying means is provid- 
ed by the differing sizes of guide pairs 380 and 390 30 
and the correspondingly differing sizes of flanges 430 
and 400 on adaptors 200 and 210 respectively. Spe- 
cifically, flange 430 is too large to fit into guide pair 
390. Therefore, adaptor 200 cannot be inserted to- 
wards connector 290. However, flange 400 is smaller 35 
enough to f it into both guide pairs 380 and 290. There- 
fore, subject to Type number, VMC adaptor can be 
plugged into either VMC connector 290 or PCMCIA 
connector 280. It will be appreciated that the present 
invention extends to other keying formats to, for ex- 40 
ample, prevent VMC adaptor 210 from engaging 
PCMCIA connector 280 in addition to preventing 
PCMCIA adaptor 280 from engaging VMC connector 
290. 

Referring now to Figure 5A, a modification to the 45 
especially preferred embodiment of the present in- 
vention hereinbefore described includes a sensor 450 
located in socket 360 for sensing an identification (ID) 
code from VMC adaptor 21 0 as it is inserted into guide 
pair 390 towards VMC connector 290. The ID code so 
identifies the type of VMC adaptor 200. For example, 
the ID code on an MPEG VMC adaptor differs from 
the ID code on a games VMC adaptor. The sensed ID 
is sent by sensor 450 to CPU 30. By examining the ID 
code received from sensor 450, CPU determines the ss 
type of VMC adaptor being connected to system unit 
5. If CPU 30 does not recognise the type of VMC 
adaptor being inserted or if no ID code is detected, for 


example, in the situation where a PCMCIA adaptor is 
being inserted towards VMC connector 210, CPU 30 
can thus disable VMC bus 180 and issue an error 
message before, for example, the integrity of data 
currently in system unit 5 is jeopardised. It will be ap- 
preciated therefore, that sensor 450 provides an al- 
ternative keying means to the mechanical arrange- 
ment hereinbefore described with reference to Figure 
4A and 4B. Viewing Figure 5B, in one embodiment of 
the present invention, sensor 450 may include a light 
source 460 and a photo-detector 470 facing each 
other across a groove of guide pair 390. The ID code 
is encoded onto VMC adaptor 290 in the form of a se- 
quence of perforations in that part of flange 400 re- 
ceivable in the groove through which light passes be- 
tween source 460 and detector 470. As the flange 
travels along the groove when adaptor 210 is insert- 
ed, the ID code is sequentially read by sensor 450. 
The perforations alternately open and close the light 
path between source 460 and detector 470. It will be 
appreciated that in other embodiments of the present 
invention, sensor 450 may be implemented using dif- 
ferent techniques. For example, sensor 450 may al- 
ternatively be implemented by a magnetic head for 
reading data encoded onto a magnetic strip located 
on either flange 400 or container 41 0 of adaptor 290. 
Alternatively, sensor 450 may in the form of an optical 
barcode reader. 


Claims 

1. Adaptor connection apparatus for a data proc- 
essing system having at least first and second 
bus architectures, the apparatus comprising: 
guide means for receiving first and second re- 
movable adaptors; first electrical contact means 
located in the guide means for connecting the 
first adaptor to the first bus architecture; second 
electrical contact means located in the guide 
means for connecting the second adaptor to the 
second bus architecture. 

2. Apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , comprising key- 
ing means for preventing connection of the first 
adaptor to the second bus architecture. 

3. Apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the key- 
ing means is located in the guide means. 

4. Apparatus as claimed in claimed 2 or claim 3, 
wherein the keying means comprises sensor 
means for sensing an identification code on the 
second adaptor as the second adaptor is re- 
ceived in the guide means and for disabling the 
second contact if the sensed identification code 
is not recognised. 
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5. Apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim 
wherein the first adaptor is a PCMCIA adaptor. 

6. Apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim 
wherein the second adaptor is a VESA Media 5 
Channel adaptor. 

7. Apparatus as claimed in claim 6 wherein the 
VESA Media Channel adaptor comprises: a con- 
tainer; a VESA Media Channel adaptor circuit 10 
mounted within the container and an electrical 
contact located at one end of the container for 
contacting the second adaptor means. 

8. Apparatus as claimed in claim 7 wherein the con- 1 s 
tainer is approximately the same size as a con- 
tainer for a PCMCIA adaptor. 

9. Data processing apparatus comprising: a first 

bus architecture; a second bus architecture; a 20 
central processing unit connected to the first bus 
architecture; a video processor connected to the 
second bus architecture; and adaptor connection 
apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim. 

25 

10. Apparatus as claimed in claim 9 wherein the first 
bus architecture is a system bus architecture and 
the second bus architecture is a VESA Media 
Channel. 

30 

11. Display apparatus comprising: a housing; a dis- 
play device mounted in the housing; means for re- 
leasably mounting a removable pod containing a 
data processing apparatus as claimed in claim 5 

or claim 6 in the housing; and means for connect- 35 
ing the video processor of the data processing 
system to the display device when the removable 
pod is mounted in the housing. 

40 


45 
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